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Note
This presentation covers Coyotes and Lake County’s wild cannids – or wild dogs. Coyotes and foxes are the wild dogs of our region.




Gray Fox

Red Fox

Note
These shy animals are easy to distinguish from each other. Foxes stand about 12 inches at the shoulder, and in our area weigh about 10 - 15 pounds, with the gray fox being the smaller of the two species.  Red and Gray Foxes are about two feet long, with their tails comprising about half their body length.  Red foxes, regardless of coloration, always have a white tipped tail. Gray foxes are much rarer.  A creature of woodlands it is the only local dog that can climb trees, and they always have a black tipped tail. 



Coyote

Note
Long legged coyotes weigh about 35 pounds, are about two feet tall at the shoulder and just shy of three feet long, with a third of that length being tail.  They hold their tail down when running, unlike foxes which hold their tails out. 

shawkins
Note
Unmarked set by shawkins



Note
Coyotes, the North American “Song Dog” had a range limited to the Great Plains in the U.S. and Canada, and central Mexico prior to European settlement.  With settlement came the clearing of the eastern forests, providing the perfect habitat for this animal of the open grasslands. 



Note
Despite intense predator control programs in the 1800 and 1900s, the coyote persisted, and even expanded its range.  However, some of the Coyote’s competition succumbed to the predator controls, the Wolves and Mountain Lions or Cougars. 



Note
These predator control programs changed the behavior of Coyotes, making them quiet their song, and become more nocturnal in their habits.  With urban expansion, coyotes have come into closer contact with our suburban environment, and have learned to adapt to this altered landscape.  



Note
Coyotes are meso-predators – middle sized predators.  They take advantage of the abundance of goose eggs, and deer fawns as a supplement to their favored food supply of rabbits and rodents. 



Carrion

Mice

Coyote DietCoyote Diet

Geese & their eggs

Rabbits

Wild Fruit

Voles

Note
Coyote’s favorite foods are small mammals (mice, voles, shrews, rabbits).  They also love wild berries when they are in season and take advantage of carrion (for example, road-killed deer).  In urban areas, researchers are finding that coyotes have taken advantage of two other abundant food sources – Canada goose eggs and deer fawns.  Coyotes, like other wildlife, also take advantage of food that people leave out – messy garbage cans, bird seed, and even dog or cat food left out for pets.  Coyotes will also eat feral and free-roaming cats.  However, research done in the Chicago region has shown that even in an urban environment, coyotes prefer their “natural” foods of small mammals and carrion. 



Note
Coyotes live alone, or in small family groups consisting of the mated pair, plus the pups from the previous year.  Though they may live in groups, they do not organize hunts in packs, so are incapable of bringing down large prey.  Coyotes, like all dogs, are territorial.  This is why you may see three or four adult coyotes approach your dog, or your horse.  It is important to remember that they are just curious about you or the animal, and they are NOT organizing to hunt. 



Note
Coyote pairs are monogamous for extended periods of time, perhaps life.  They mate in February, the pups are born in May and leave the den in June.  Dens are usually excavated burrows in brushy, thickly vegetated areas.  When pups are young, all adult family members will bring food back to the den, defend the den and protect the pups. Like any parent, Coyotes are protective of their young.  In the early summer they will aggressively chase off, or attack if necessary, any animal that gets too close to their young, and actively investigate any intrusion near their den site.




Note
Coyotes, which are dogs themselves, don’t think of dogs as food, and generally won’t attack a dog for food.  Rather, they view dogs as competition for territory, food and mates.  Coyotes protect their territory just like your dog will protect your house or back yard.  So, if a dog comes into a coyote’s territory the coyote will chase it off, or attack it if it won’t be chased away.  This especially can happen when dogs are walked off-leash in natural areas.  Coyotes are most protective of their territory when they are mating (January – March) and when they have pups (May-June). 



Note
The key to living with coyotes is to remember that coyotes are naturally afraid of people.  The most effective way to prevent a bad encounter with a coyote is to make sure that all of your behavior reinforces this natural fear.  If you see a coyote in its natural habitat, it’s ok to watch it from a distance but never approach it, feed it, or let your dog approach it.  If a coyote approaches you, or comes too close to your yard, scare it away by shouting at it and waving your arms, even throwing a stone or two, just like you would shoo away a neighbor’s dog.  By doing this you are reinforcing its fear of people and also teaching it that your yard is “occupied territory” 




Note
Clean up food around your house that coyotes like, such as bird seed, messy garbage cans, or food left out for pets.   A coyote will take advantage of it when you’re not around.  These types of food sources are not natural and teach coyotes that if they risk coming close to people they will be rewarded with food.  It’s very important to keep the area around your house free of this type of food.  Enlist the help of your neighbors to make sure no one in your neighborhood is creating attractive feeding sites for the coyotes. 



Note
Always supervise your pets in your yard and keep dogs on leash when walking them in natural areas.  The only way to protect your cat from being attacked by a coyote (or raccoons, skunks, opossums, and other cats for that matter) is to keep it indoors or on a leash outside.  Also, supervise small children when they are outside, not because they are coyote prey, but because they don’t know to scare a coyote away.  Children should be taught to never approach wild animals. 




Note
A coyote that has lost its fear of people can become aggressive and this is almost always a result of someone feeding it.  If you see abnormally aggressive behavior from a coyote in your neighborhood (an animal that consistently approaches you in a threatening manner and will not be scared away), call the regional office of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. (847-608-3100) They will provide information to help evaluate the situation on a case by case basis. 



Call the 

Illinois Department              
of Natural Resources

for licensed trappers for 
coyote removal.

847-608-3100

Note
If the animal is determined to be exhibiting abnormally aggressive behavior, nuisance animals can be legally trapped by a number of private companies in our area (check your yellow pages). Trapped and relocated coyotes almost always find their way “home” or become someone else’s problem.  Removal of any individual animal opens up a ecological niche for another coyote to take its place.  The new animal will have its fear of people intact.  In the long run it’s much more effective to learn how to live with coyotes than consistently hire a trapper. 



Contact the Lake County 
Forest Preserves at            
847-367-6640 to:
• Report coyotes                        

behaving strangely
• Talk to a Wildlife Biologist or 

Naturalist;
• Register for programs 

about coyotes, foxes and other 
wildlife.

• Download a Coyote brochure 
from www.LCFPD.org

Note
Coyotes, America’s “Song Dog, are here to stay. The Lake County Forest Preserve District has many outlets for you to learn about Coyotes. Our coyote howl programs are very popular and there is an entire section of our website dedicated to “living with wildlife”.  You can also contact the District’s wildlife biologist and our friendly environmental educators with specific questions or to report coyotes on our Preserves that are behaving strangely.
Contact the Lake County Forest Preserves at 847-367-6640.  Or download a Coyote brochure at www.LCFPD.org
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